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EARLY RAILROADING IN ILLINOIS 


This summer’s mid-July opening of a colorful railroad 
exposition in Chicago reminds us that a century ago there 
were less than 50 miles of railroad in the State of Illinois. 
By 1870 the mileage had increased to 4,823, the largest in 
any state in the nation. Illinois continued in the lead until 
1910 when Texas, with four times the land area of Illi- 
nois, had 20 per cent more rail mileage. In 1945 Illinois 
ranked second with 11,760 miles and Texas first with 
15,685; Illinois has approximately one mile of railroad for 
every 444 miles of land area and leads the nation in 
trackage per unit area. 

The first rail for the first steam railroad in Illinois — 
the Northern Cross — was laid at Meredosia in Morgan 
County on May 8, 1838. A locomotive was ordered from 
the Eastern seaboard to be .delivered by way of the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Mississippi 
and Illinois rivers, but the vessel carrying it was sunk in 
a storm on the Atlantic. A second locomotive — the 
“Rogers” — was ordered and arrived safely. It had only 
one set of driving wheels two feet in diameter and two 
sets of smaller wheels in front; there was no cab, no cow- 
catcher, no whistle, and no bell. Oxen pulled it from the 
dock to the ends of the rails, and on July 8, 1839, regular 
train service between Meredosia and Morgan City, 12 
miles away, was begun. 

A year later the railroad had been extended to Jack- 
sonville and by 1842 it reached Springfield, where a local 
paper reported that the cars made the trip from Spring- 
field to Jacksonville, 3314 miles, in two hours and eight 
minutes. Sometimes passengers had to help the crew 
carry water from a creek to fill the engine tank, and the 
engine frequently left the track and toppled over. The 
road, which had been constructed with borrowed funds, 
operated under lease for several years at a loss to the 
State. After a series of misfortunes, mule power was sub- 
stituted and the locomotive sold. 

The first railroad in northern Illinois was the Galena 
aid Chicago Union, the beginning of the present North 
Western System, which is celebrating its 100th ‘anniver- 
Sary this year. It was originally chartered in 1836; work 
on it, discontinued during the panic of 1837, was renewed 
ten years later. In 1848, a third-hand locomotive named 
“The Pioneer” was conveyed over the Great Lakes from 
the East to Chicago. It was used in the building of its 


own roadbed, carrying lumber and strap iron out to the 
end of the line. In those days the rails were made of 
wood, capped with thin straps of iron. By the end of that 
year the line had reached the Des Plaines River, ten miles 
west of Chicago, and two years later had been completed 
from Chicago to Elgin, with a branch into Aurora. 

In 1850 Congress passed an act providing for a grant 
of public lands to the State of Hlinois to aid in the con- 
struction of a Central Railroad. The railroad was to be 
built northward through the interior of the State from a 
point at or near the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers to the western terminus of the Illinois and Michi- 
gan Canal at Peru or LaSalle, with a branch line from 
that point to the extreme northwestern corner of the 
State and another to Chicago from a site near the present 
city of Centralia. 

Within a few months after the Illinois Central Rail- 
road Company was chartered, the road was under con- 
struction at several points, and thousands of laborers 
were being recruited from New York, New Orleans, and 
other distant points to work on it. The main line from 
Cairo to Galena was finished in 1855, and the Chicago 
branch was completed the following year. This railroad, 
with more than 700 miles of track, was at that time the 
longest on the American continent. 

By 1857, 48 railroad projects were either completed 
or under construction in the State or coming from adjoin- 
ing states. Almost overnight, Illinois became the keystone 
of the American railway system and Chicago the world’s 
greatest railway center. Today the 30-odd lines which 
radiate from the Chicago district belong to systems which 
include nearly half of the total railway mileage of the 
United States. There are about 8,000 miles of railway 
trackage in the Chicago terminal district alone. In 1946 
approximately 1,700 passenger trains and 2,400 freight 
trains originated or terminated in the city daily. Other 
important railroad centers of the State are East St. Louis, 
Peoria, Rockford, Springfield, Decatur, Joliet, Blooming- 
ton, Centralia, and Galesburg. More commerce flows 
through Illinois than was carried on in the entire country 
before railroads were introduced, and the State owes 
much of its development into a great agricultural and in- 
dustrial commonwealth to its extensive railroad facilities. 
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TREND OF BUSINESS 


Predicting the course of business activity and prices for 
the near future is at any time something of a guess. For 
instance, last winter the consensus of leading economists 
was that a business recession and price downturn would 
set in during the first half of 1948. At the mid-point of 
the year, not only has the recession failed to materialize, 
but we find prices still rising and businessmen looking 
forward to a generally better business than was enjoyed 
in the earlier months of 1948. 

That the majority of economists erred in their esti- 
mates this year is no discredit to them. Like the weather- 
man, they can only study probable resultants of many 
variables and some unknown forces, coming up with 
rough estimates. This year has been a most difficult one 
to predict, for the economic weather has been, as in the 
proverbial California description, “most unusual.” This 
column will attempt no forecast of business for the rest 
of 1948, but some vital aspects which will have im- 
portant bearing on the near future of business may be 
noted. 

During the first half of 1948 business has been satis- 
factory in most lines. On January 1 general business 
activity had been about 3 per cent over a year previously, 
and by mid-March had risen to some 4 per cent over 
January. Then the coal strike-and other disturbances de- 
pressed activity to far below that of January 1, but it 
revived quickly and in May again surpassed that of 
January and tended upward. 

As supplies of consumer goods have become adequate 
in most lines except housing and certain durable goods, 
the near future of business and the price level depends 
mainly on the demands exerted by purchasers. Purchases 
of the Federal government are an important factor. Pro- 
grams for assistance abroad and for the expanding armed 
services have received prominent notice as elements af- 
fecting the upward price spiral, but the effects of both 
programs probably have been exaggerated. Today, as in 
all peacetime years, the level of business activity will 
depend mainly on the ultimate consumer’s ability and 
willingness to spend. 

How has the consumer’s buying ability fared re- 
cently? The Department of Commerce found that during 
the first quarter of 1948 personal incomes increased 6 
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per cent above the average of 1947. However, the index 
of prices consumers pay, as determined by the Bureau oj 
Labor Statistics, showed an increase of nearly 6 per cent 
during the same period, thus practically offsetting the 
income gain. During April and May prices have been 
advancing gradually and evidently have continued te 
nullify any gains in consumer dollar incomes. 

The pattern of consumer spending has changed 
markedly, a fact demonstrated by dollar retail sales fig. 
ures. Sales of durable goods have been running more than 
25 per cent above a year ago, with outstanding gains ing 
sales of automobiles and building materials. Non-durable 
goods, on the other hand, have been holding barely a 1 
per cent gain over 1947 sales. 

With the consumer having to spend more on the 
necessities of life, particularly food, these items show 
large gains over last year. In non-essential goods, notably 
furs, jewelry, candy, radios, and books, dollar sales 
volume has fallen behind last year’s, and clothing is just 
holding its own. When one considers the rising prices in 
these fields, it is seen that physical sales of these items 
have dropped materially. Dollar sales gains over 1947 in 
department and variety stores are so slight that their unit 
sales apparently have made very little gain. The shifting 
emphasis of consumer spending poses immediate problems 
for the industries affected and presages consumer resist- 
ance in most lines. 

A similar situation is indicated by shifts from cash 
to credit purchases. For example, Midwest department 
stores have had a slight decline in cash sales but in- 
creases of nearly 40 per cent in installment sales and 15 
per cent in charge account sales. The trend seems sig- 
nificant of strong consumer reluctance to spend cash. 
Coupled with the shifts away from luxury purchases, it 
suggests a marked change in consumer optimism. Thus, 
although business remains good and the price spiral has 
not been arrested, signs are unmistakable that the seller's 
market has gone and that the consumer is buying care- 
fully. Alert businessmen have been heeding this warning 
to prepare in every respect to compete for the consumer 
dollar. 

If the price inflation should be turned back, con- 
sumers are likely to become even more cautious, modify- 
ing the business outlook. Food prices are capable of lead- 
ing prices downward, and crop reports today indicate an 
ample supply of grains. This might be the key factor in 
the 1948 business outlook. Thus we return to our analogy 
of the weatherman, for economic prediction during the 
remainder of the year must hinge considerably on the 
weather for crops. For current predictions, one might as 
well put aside his charts and crystal ball and watch the 
weather developing in our Midwestern skies. 


OPINION AND COMMENT 


This quarterly publication of the Bureau presents 
articles of timely interest on economic and business 
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Illinois faculty, staff members of other schools, and 
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charge to interested persons. 
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In general, business activity during May was level; in 
two major segments of the economy, steel and automo- 
biles, production rose steadily. Steel production as a per- 
centage of capacity rose from 91.0 to 96.8, only slightly 
below the pre-strike figure of 97.5 per cent. In spite of 
strikes of automotive workers, steel shortages resulting 
from the coal strike, and the scheduled railroad strike 
early in the month, production in the automotive indus- 
trv rose from about 80,000 units weekly to nearly 90,000 
units weekly but was still several thousand units below 
the usual weekly figure. 

Emphasis in the continuing industrial unrest shifted 
this month from coal to railroads and to the automotive 
industry. The railroad strike, originally threatened for 
May 11, was prevented only by government seizure of the 
roads; the disagreements between labor and management 
were by no means settled. Primary differences on wages 
and working rules had not been resolved by May 31, and 
termination of Army operation of the lines was nowhere 
in sight. Estimates of the number of railroad workers 
directly involved range from 125,000 to 190,000. 

In the automotive industry, gloomy prospects in early 
May had become considerably more rosy by the end of 
the month. Settlement of a strike of 75,000 workers at 
plants of a major producer was imminent; a strike of an 
additional 225,000 workers was averted; the projected 
strike of 108,000 other workers remained to worry the 
industry. Chief factor in this unexpected development 
was the negotiation of an unusual contract, tying wage 
increases to cost-of-living indexes, by the CIO-UAW 
and the largest of the nation’s automobile manufacturers. 
The sudden announcement of the agreement upset pre- 
vious predictions that the settlement of the earlier strike 
would set a pattern for wage agreements in the industry, 
and in other industries as well. 


As the saying goes, Illinois farmers have been doing a 
lot of talking about the weather and wishing they could 
do something about it. Despite the continual rains early 
in the month, however, farmers got off to a good start 
with their planting. Plowing was reported to be well un- 
der way at the beginning of the month, and planting 
progressed rapidly after the weather cleared up at mid- 
May. It has been estimated that 70 per cent of the corn 
acreage was planted by the 25th, with the remainder to be 
completed in the next few days thereafter. By the end of 
the month, having worked early and late to get crops in, 
the farmers were beginning to hope for the rains needed 
to start plant growth. Winter wheat also benefited from 
favorable growing conditions. The State Department of 
Agriculture was able to raise its monthly prediction of 
prospective yield to about 32,000,000 bushels, or some 1.3 
million bushels over the April prediction. Oats, hays, and 
pastures were better than average. Truck crop growers 
in the State were favored by the absence of abrupt 
changes in weather, with some southern Illinois producers 
as much as 3 weeks ahead of last year’s schedule. It is 
reported by the Cooperative Crop Reporting Service that 
truck crop acreages in the State have been increased this 
year in all crops except watermelons and strawberries. 

Trading in livestock at Chicago during the month was 
such that new heights were reached for that market in 
prices of medium and good grades of slaughter cattle and 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— MAY 
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Coal was out of the strike picture for the moment; 
steel entered a waiting and watching period. The meat 
packers’ strike died of anemia during the month, when 
the walkout of more than 80,000 workers failed to cut 
production enough to force a settlement. The back-to- 
work movement of workers early in the month swelled to 
such proportions that the companies were able to step 
up production while the unions lost their bargaining 
wedge. By the end of the month, strikes against three of 
the four big meat packers and against various independ- 
ent packers had been called off; a few plants were still 
struck. Altogether, about 100,000 workers were involved; 
workers settled on management’s terms for the most part. 

The United States Department of Agriculture has 
called for a sharp increase in hog production for this 
fall in order to balance declines in the supply of other 
meats and to satisfy increased demands. The USDA re- 
ports that producers can look forward to a more advan- 
tageous corn-hog ratio than was the case last year, and to 
continued high prices for hogs. The national increase 
which is being sought averages about 10 per cent; the 
North Central states, of which Illinois is one, are asked 
to increase production by at least 13 per cent. 

The BLS index for 28 sensitive commodities (August, 
1939 = 100) rose from 318.1 on May 1 to 325.0 on May 
28, an increase of 2.2 per cent. During the same period, 
the farm index rose from 369.5 to 394.2, an increase of 
6.7 per cent; foodstuffs rose from 393.6 to 415.6, a rise 
of 5.6 per cent. The comprehensive BLS index for 889 
commodities (1926 = 100) indicated less startling move- 
ments: for 889 commodities, the index moved from 162.6 
to 163.5 (0.6 per cent); for farm products, from 186.9 to 
189.2 (1.2 per cent); and for foods showed a slight varia- 
tion during the month with a small net drop from 177.5 
to 177.2 (0.2 per cent). 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— MAY 


slaughter lambs. The major factor reportedly was short 
supply. 

A 10 per cent freight-rate boost on intrastate freight 
has been granted by the [Illinois Commerce Commission 
to rail carriers in Illinois. The raise is temporary and in 
line with that granted earlier by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission on interstate freight. It is the third 10 per 
cent increase allowed in the last eight months, and, as in 
the other two cases, was granted to cover increased costs 
of operation. Numerous exceptions include shipments of 
coal to specified Illinois cities, fluorspar, livestock, and 
certain products of flax seed and soybeans. Some excep- 
tions pertained to the length of prior notice required for 
increases rather than to the rate increases themselves. 

Figures now available for the nation in 1947 show 
that Illinois ranked fourth in cash farm receipts, being 
preceded by lowa, California, and Texas. In these four 
states, plus seven others, agriculture yielded more than 
$1,000,000,000 in cash income. 

For southern Illinois coal operators, it’s just one thing 
after another. Production in April was 3,721,000 tons, 5 
per cent over March, but 10 per cent below April, 1947. 
This increased production promptly ran into a severe 
shortage of transportation facilities in the form of coal 
cars. With no end of the shortage in sight, depressed 
production figures were attributed by the operators to 
lack of cars. 
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ILLINOIS BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
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General Summary 


Half of the groups reported increases between March and 
April, although only one of the monthly gains was more 
than 5.4 per cent. Declines in the month ranged from 
1.7 per cent to 22.1 per cent. Just three groups reported 
decreases on an annual basis, and changes varied from 
—10.4 per cent to +78.1 per cent. 

Even though building permit valuations jumped 49.1 
per cent in the month, dollar volume of construction con- 


PERCENTAGE (CHANGES ILLINOIS BUSINESS 


April, 1948 


Percentage 


Change from Index 


1935- 
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Indicators 


Bank debits! 

Building permits? 

Coal production® 

Construction contracts awarded’... . 
Department store sales in Chicago’. . 
Employment, manufacturing? 

Farm prices® 

Life insurance sales (ordinary)? 

Pay rolls, manufacturing? 
Petroleum production® 


Litt i +1 


' Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ? Illinois 
Departments of Labor; * Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
[Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


tracts awarded dropped 22.1 per cent. Petroleum prodyg. 
tion fell 1.7 per cent after showing a gain last month 
while coal production rose 5.4 per cent, reflecting the enj 
of the strike. Employment and pay rolls continued ty 
show monthly declines (7.0 per cent and 6.7 per cent 
respectively). 

Production in April still lagged behind that of a year 
ago, as coal and petroleum production reported decreases 
of 10.4 per cent and 7.4 per cent, respectively. Life in. 
surance sales were barely more than in April, 1947, while 
bank debits showed a gain of 15.0 per cent. Construction 
contracts awarded were 78.1 per cent greater than lag 
April, and valuations of building permits advanced 459 
per cent. 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


The BLS wholesale price index, based on 889 commodi- 
ties, continued to edge upward between March and April 
The index advanced to 162.7, 0.8 per cent above last 
month’s figure and 10.2 per cent higher than the level 
in April, 1947. 

Only two groups reported declines in the month, as 
quotations for chemicals and allied products and textile 
products declined a scant 0.1 per cent. The largest gains 
were reported for all commodities other than farm prod. 
ucts (1.0 per cent), manufactured articles (1.1 per cent), 
building materials (1.1 per cent), and foods (1.7 per 
cent). Farm products prices rose 0.4 per cent, although 
livestock and poultry and grain quotations declined in 
the month. Heavier arrivals on the market caused the 
decrease for livestock, and favorable crop conditions 
and the removal of Canadian export restrictions on oats 
and barley weakened the grain market. Increases for 
meats and fruits and vegetables were chiefly responsible 
for the advance reported for foods. 

Petroleum products, coke, and bituminous coal prices 
were all more than 20 per cent higher than last year, 
reflected in the annual margin of 27.3 per cent reported 
for fuel and lighting materials. 


WH OLESALE PRICE INDEXES 


April, 1948 


Percentage Change 
Commodity from 


March 
1948 


All commodities 


Farm products 
Foods 

Hides and leather products.... 
Textile products 

Fuel and lighting materials.... 
Metals and metal products.... 
Building materials 

Chemicals and allied products. . 
Housefurnishing goods........ 
Miscellaneous commodities... . 


Raw materials 

Semimanufactured articles... . 

Manufactured articles 

All commodities other than 
farm products 

All commodities other than 
farm products and foods... . 


SHA 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


[ 4 ] 


| 


cou. (i 
ce 
2 PETROLEUM su 
ca 
EMPLOYMENT|- M [RING si 
cl 
th 
PAYROLLS - MANUFACTURIN 
al 
BUIL 
P 
17 
BANK DEBITE 
DEPARTMENT! STORE | SALES IN CHICAGO 
Ce 
pr 
LIFE| INSURANCE SALES 
WwW 
FAR 
( 
di 
li 
a 
3. 
ti 
fi 
April 100. 
pri 1 
| 
| +10.2 | 40.8 | 162.7 
April | March + 5 186.7 
1947 | 1948 | 100 +8 176.8 
+45.9 676.0 +10 156.7 
—10.4 102.3 +9 195.2 
+78.1 310.3 + 39 135.9 
+ 3.0 SEES +11 142.4 
— 7.6 121.6 5 121.8 
| +10.5 282.6 
+ 0.4 194.1 + 9 175.5 
+ 1.1 272.8 + 6 153.3 
: — 7.4 229.7 +11 157.5 
— +11 157.2 
5 +12 148.5 


modi- 
April. 
e last 
level 


th, as 
textile 
gains 
prod- 
cent), 
7 per 
hough 
ied in 
-d the 
litions 
n oats 
for 
sible 


prices 
year, 
ported 


CF ONO 


FINANCE 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) 


Only two of the fifteen reporting Illinois cities showed 
an increase in bank debits between March and April, as 
volume rose 4.8 per cent and 3.6 per cent in Moline and 
Peoria, respectively. Total April debits, $8,456,452,000, 
were 16.5 per cent below last month’s volume, as indi- 
vidual declines ranged from 1.9 per cent in Danville to 
17.6 per cent in Chicago. All cities reported annual gains, 
ranging from 2.7 per cent in East St. Louis and National 
Stock Yards to 39.3 per cent in Moline. 

Total bank debits in the United States rose 16.6 per 
cent from the April, 1947, volume, more than in the Chi- 
cago and St. Louis Federal Reserve districts (up 15.8 
per cent and 11.0 per cent, respectively). On a monthly 
basis, the total for the entire nation dropped 4.9 per cent, 
while the Midwestern districts reported declines of 11.2 
per cent and 7.6 per cent. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

A slight gain of 0.2 per cent was shown in sales of 
ordinary life insurance in Illinois between March and 
April, and volume was 0.4 per cent greater than that for 
a year ago. United States figures showed larger gains of 
3.6 per cent and 1.4 per cent on the two bases, respec- 
tively. On a cumulative basis, Illinois sales during the 
first four months of 1948 were 0.7 per cent more than in 
the corresponding period in 1947, while volume in the 
United States advanced only 0.2 per cent. 


Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of local business conditions over a period of time, 
since their fluctuations in the long term follow to a con- 
siderable extent the variations in general business activity.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 
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BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


April 
1948 


Percentage Change 
: April, 1948, from 


April 
194 March 
1948 


$8,456,452 


$7,353,709 —|$10,133,285 
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23,848 
327104 
Bloomington 38 , 334 
Champaign-Urbana 36,224 
Chicago 7,682,531 


Danville 32,967 
Decatur 60,777 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards 106,651 
Elgin 22° 360 
Joliet 36,153 


28,185 
164,603 
28, 882 
96,720 
66,113 
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35,026 
31,638 
6,656,613 
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Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


[5 ] 


roduc 
month, 
he eng _ 
1ed to 
Cent, 
T eases 
fe in 
while 4 
uction 
n last Cit 
d 459 March 
1948 q 
Carbondale..............| 11,010 
Chicago Heights.......... 18,438 
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City 
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27,931 33,615 
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103, 808 110,945. 
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PRODUCTION 


Coal 


Coal production in Illinois advanced 5.4 per cent between 
March and April, but was 10.4 per cent below the figure 
for a year ago. The month’s output was more than two 
million tons below the January total, however, as a result 
of the coal strike. Cumulative production thus far in IIli- 
nois is 12.1 per cent behind that for the first four months 
in 1947, 

Both shaft mines and strip mines increased production 
during the month, despite 6 fewer mines reporting in the 
latter group. More than 25,000 men worked an average 
of 17 days in the 94 reporting mines in April, an indica- 
tion that the mines were getting back into full production. 

The coal situation is still unsettled. The miners go on 
vacation the last week in June and there may be another 
walkout if a new contract is not negotiated by the time 
they return. 


Petroleum 


Petroleum production in Illinois fell 1.7 per cent between 
March and April to 5,176,000 barrels, representing a de- 
cline of 7.4 per cent from the output of a year ago. Cumu- 
lative production during the first four months of this year 
was 8.1 per cent below that for the corresponding period 
in 1947, 

New wells completed in April numbered 63, the same 
as in last month, but 8 fewer than in April, 1947. Through 
April of 1948, 316 new wells have been completed, com- 
pared with 351 during the same period in 1947. Despite 
the continued decline in production, oil companies expect 
profits to remain at the present high level because of the 
higher prices. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Production of electric energy by Illinois utilities fell 
6.5 per cent between March and April, but was 3.9 per 
cent above the total for a year ago. The April volume 
of 1,402,090,000 kilowatt hours represented 6.3 per cent 
of total production in the United States. 

Output for the entire nation was 22,296,353,000 kilo- 
watt hours in April, 5.0 per cent less than in last month, 
but 4.9 per cent greater than in April, 1947. All but 1 per 
cent of electric energy produced in Illinois in April was 
by fuels. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
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cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitab), 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 

Building permit valuations showed another large gain 
in April, as the total for the month reached $39,001 88) 


49.1 per cent greater than in March and 45.9 per cenim ( 
higher than the volume of a year ago. The number off ° 
permits issued almost doubled the March total and was ; 
about one-fifth greater than in April, 1947. ‘ 

Additions, alterations, repairs, and installations permit 
valuations jumped 71.2 per cent in the month, and the 
new residential classification showed a gain of 62.2 per s 
cent, the latter accounting for 54 per cent of the totdiim . 
valuation. A 23.8 per cent increase was reported for newMm ¢ 
nonresidential building. s 

On an annual basis, new nonresidential building I 
showed an advance of 140.3 per cent, and valuations fori y 
new residential building were up 31.3 per cent. Additions it 
alterations, repairs, and installations showed a gain off it 
just 3.9 per cent. 

Among the large permits issued were those for 2 fac Mm ¢ 
tories in Chicago to cost $1,000,000 and $850,000 and form > 
a faculty building in Oak Park to cost $718,000. " 

a 

. a 

Construction Contracts Awarded i 

(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 

is even more indicative of construction activity than build 3 © 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 

the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Illinois awards of construction contracts in April, \ 
$51,565,000, fell 22.1 per cent in dollar volume from thei * 
March total, but were 78.1 per cent higher than a yearfm 
ago. Awards in the first four months of 1948 were 537m“ 
per cent greater than in the corresponding period in 1947, , 

Public works and utilities was the only group to show—m * 
a gain in the month, 12.5 per cent, as residential and non-fm " 
residential building declined 30.0 per cent and 24.2 perf © 
cent, respectively. Compared with April, 1947, figures, 
nonresidential construction more than doubled (up 1244 d 
per cent), while residential building and public works 1 
and utilities advanced 59.5 per cent and 24.5 per cent ” 
respectively. 

In the Chicago territory, heavy engineering contracts i 
almost doubled in the month, more than offsetting slight " 
declines in the residential and nonresidential classifica- 
tions. There were no large projects included in Illinois in R 
the April awards, but the cumulative total of contracts 
awarded in the first four months of this year was 61 per _ 
cent greater than in the January-April, 1947, period. 7 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 

(000 omitted from dollar amounts) _ 
Percentage Change fim Ci 
April, 1948, from E; 
Type of Construction April April March E) 
1948 1947 1948 ! 
April | March 

1947 | 1948 
Total Construction. ..} $51,565 | $28,956 | $66,186 | +78.1 | —22.1 7 
Total Building.......... 43,109 | 22,162 | 58,670 | +94.5 | —26.5 fm Pe 
Residential... 16,277 | 10,207 | 23,254 | +59.5 | —30.0 

Nonresidential....... 26,832 11,955 |, 35,416 |+124.4 | —24.2 
Public Works and Utilities 8,456 6,794 7,516 | +24.5 | +12.5 — 


Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Even though the Easter shopping season caused high 
sales in March, department stores in Chicago reported 
another monthly gain in April (1 per cent). The in- 
crease was very slight, but the absence of a post-Easter 
slump made store owners forget the slow sales in early 
March. Trade was also up 3 per cent from the April, 1947, 
yolume, and cumulative figures for the first four months 
in 1948 showed a 3 per cent advance from the correspond- 
ing period of a year ago. 

In the United States, department store volume de- 
clined a slight 0.4 per cent between March and April, 
but was 5.6 per cent greater than in April, 1947. Install- 
ment sales are substantially greater than last year, 
although collection ratios are slightly lower. Collections 
are much better than in 1941, however, for both charge 
accounts and installments. The use of credit is expected 
to be much higher than before the war because the level 
of prices is so high and the whole economy is far larger. 


Other Kinds of Business 


After showing a gain last month, sales in all independent 
retail stores in Chicago resumed the pattern of decline 
reported in January and February. This drop was only 
4 per cent, however, while on an annual basis, total 
volume was up 6 per cent. Trade during the first four 
months of 1948 was 8 per cent greater than in the corre- 
sponding period in 1947, 

Almost half of the individual groups reported monthly 
decreases in April, ranging from 1 per cent for dry goods 
and general merchandise stores, bakeries and caterers, 
meat markets, and grocery stores without fresh meats 
to 42 per cent for fuel and ice dealers. The food group 
as a whole was also down 1 per cent. Monthly increases 
ranged from 1 per cent for combination stores (groceries, 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 


Percentage Change 
April, 1948, from 


April March 
1947 


4 months, 
1948, from 
4 months, 


East St. Louis 
Evanston 
Joliet 


* Data not available. 
Source: Bureau of the Census. 


meats) and eating and drinking places to 59 per cent for 
paint, glass, and wallpaper stores. Four groups showed no 
change during the month: grocery and combination 
stores; restaurants, cafeterias, and lunchrooms; shoe 
stores; and floor coverings and drapery stores. 

Changes from the April, 1947, figures ranged from 
—30 per cent for florists to +35 per cent for floor cover- 
ings and drapery stores. Of the 24 groups which re- 
ported annual gains, half showed advances of more than 
10 per cent. The more notable declines in the year were 
those indicated by furriers and fur shops (16 per cent), 
family clothing stores (17 per cent), women’s accessories 
stores (18 per cent), and florists (30 per cent). Three 
groups indicated annual incr->ses of 30 per cent or more 
— floor coverings and drapery stores (35 per cent); paint, 
glass, and wallpaper stores (31 per cent); and filling 
stations (30 per cent). 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Percentage Change 
April, 1948, from 


March 
1948 


Kind of Business 


DEPARTMENT STORES 


OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 
Food G 
Grocery and combination stores 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats). . 
Combination stores (groceries, meats). . 
Meat markets 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores 
Bakeries, caterers 
Eating and Drinking Places 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms 
Drinking places with meals 
Drinking places without meals 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods) 


nN 


Filling Stations 
Fuel and Ice Dealers 
Drugstores 
Bookstores 
Stationery Stores 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores 
Apparel Group 
Men’s, boys’ clothing and furnishings 


Men’s and boys’ clothing stores 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores... . 
Family clothing stores 
Women's ready-to-wear stores 
Women’s accessories stores 
Shoe stores 
Custom tailors 
Furriers, fur shops 
Jewelry Stores 
Automotive Group 
Motor-vehicle dealers 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group 
Furniture stores 
Floor coverings, drapery stores 
Radio-household appliance dealers 
Household appliance dealers 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group 
Lumber-building-materials dealers 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores 
Hardware stores 


++i +1 +++ 
OHO 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, housefurnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

A sizable increase in f 4 prices sent the consumers’ 
price index in Chicago up 1.8 per cent between March 
and April to a level 10.6 per cent greater than in April 
of last year. 

Lower apparel costs in the month were chiefly at- 
tributable to declines for women’s spring coats and 
girdles and girls’ cotton dresses. Quotations for men’s 
wool suits showed scattered increases. Declines were re- 
ported for living room suites, radio phonographs, and 
cook stoves, which sent housefurnishings prices down 
0.5 per cent. Coal and coke quotations continued to rise, 
as the fuel, electricity, and ice group reported a 2.0 per 
cent gain. 

Annual gains ranged from 3.3 per cent for house- 
furnishings to 12.5 per cent for food. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 


April, 1948 


Index 
1935-39 = 
100 


Percentage Change from 


March 
1948 


Commodity 


Fuel, electricity, and ice. . 
Housefurnishings 


Miscellaneous 


+1.8 


172.1 


+3.9 
—0.1 
* 
+2.0 
—0.5 
+0.1 


212.2 
199.2 


125.2 
179.9 
145.0 


* Not surveyed monthly. 


CONSUMERS’ PRICES IN CHICAGO 
1935-1939 = 100 


Retail Food Prices 


After showing monthly declines in February and March, 
retail food prices in the three Illinois cities rose rather 
sharply in April. Monthly gains ranged from 1.7 per 
cent to 5.4 per cent, and annual increases were between 
5.4 per cent and 12.5 per cent. 

The main reason for the monthly advances was the 
sharp increases in meat prices: 5.1 per cent in Spring- 
field, 5.2 per cent in Chicago, and 7.8 per cent in Peoria. 
Sizable gains of 6.7 per cent and 10.5 per cent were re- 
ported for fruits and vegetables in Chicago and Peoria, 
respectively, but a 0.2 per cent decline was shown in 
Springfield. 

Food prices in Chicago advanced 3.9 per cent between 
March and April, as practically all groups reported in- 
creases. Sugar and sweets was the only major category 
to show a decline, although in the fruits and vegetables 
group, canned and dried items went down in price. On an§ 
annual basis, all groups showed gains except fats and oils 
and sugar and sweets. 

Despite declines in prices of cereals and bakery goods, 
sugar and sweets, and eggs, average quotations of all 
foods in Peoria jumped 5.4 per cent in the month. Fats 
and oils figures were the only ones to show a drop from 
the April, 1947, level (22.0 per cent), and 4 groups re 
ported gains of more than 10 per cent. 

Springfield reported the smallest monthly gain (17 
per cent), and the annual margin was just 5.4 per cent. 
With the exception of meat prices, all monthly advances 
were less than 0.5 per cent, while egg quotations dropped 
9.3 per cent. Five of the 8 major groups showed decreases 
on an annual basis. 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


.PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 


Commodity Group 
Chicago 


Percentage Change April, 1948, from 


April, 1947 


Peoria 


Springfield 


Chicago 


March, 1948 


Peoria 


Springfield 


+ 5.4 


+1.7 


Dairy products 
Eggs 
Fruits and vegetables 


Beverages . 
Fats and oils 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
firms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
strued as representing total employment changes in any 
particular area.) 


For the fourth consecutive month, employment and 
pay rolls showed a decline, according to the April sample 
of firms employing 870,162 nonagricultural workers. The 
number of workers was 5.3 per cent less than in March, 
and wage payments were down 6.0 per cent. 


Manufacturing firms reported a 7.0 per cent drop in 
employment, a reflection of a 23.. per cent decrease in 
food, beverages, and tobacco firms and a 6.3 per cent 
fall in metals and machinery industries. All groups 
showed declines in the month, except rubber products 
(+0.3 per cent). Decreases in the two industries men- 
tioned above led to the 6.7 per cent drop in pay rolls for 
all manufacturing firms. 

The nonmanufacturing group showed smaller de- 
creases, as employment fell 1.0 per cent and pay rolls 
were down 4.2 per cent. Substantial drops of 4.0 per cent 
and 3.6 per cent for mail order houses and department 
and variety stores, respectively, were partially offset by 
gains in wholesale trade and miscellaneous nonmanufac- 
turing groups. Pay rolls in the mining industry fell more 
than a third in April and the miscellaneous group re- 
ported a 21.2 per cent decline. 

Both sexes combined earned an average of $57.14 
per week in manufacturing industries during April, com- 
pared with $56.98 last month. Men earned $61.88 and 
women were paid $41.51. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


All Reporting 


Percentage Change March 15 - April 15, 1948 


Establishments* 


April, 1948, indexes 
1935-1939 = 100) 
Manufacturing 


Manufacturing 
Establishments 


Establishments 


Employment 


Pay Rolls 


Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls 


THE STATE 


—6.0 


CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. 


| 


Chicago City 
Waukegan-North Chicago 
Other suburban areas 


DOWNSTATE AREA 


| 
Co w& 


Bloomington- Normal 
Champaign-Urbana 


Galesbur: 

Granite City area 

Joliet area 
Kankakee-Bradley area 
Kewanee 


LsSalle-Peru-Oglesby area 
Mattoon 


Rock Island 
Springfield 
Sterling-Rock Falls 
Streator 


| 
Lid 


o 
WO 


* As manufacturing industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 
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Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 


| 
—4.6 4:3 —6.3 —5.8 128.0 285.5 
—6.7 —8.4 110.6 253.4 
Alton-Wood River area...............- +0.5 +2 +0.4 42.7 183.8 447.4 a 
—8.7 ~9 —10.8 —10.8 111.6 228.4 
41.2 —12 41.2 —13.8 68.1 138.8 q 
East St. Louis 45.1 +10 46.7 +16.9 131.7 303.6 
—6.7 —12 —7.5 —13.6 q 
+1 40.2 117.6 261.5 
AR —0.7 +0 —0.8 137.8 332.2 
Peoria-Pekin —46.8 - —48 —54.2 71.4 132.7 
—1.9 127.7 268.5 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather —, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

Monthly increases of 0.5 per cent and 2.8 per cent were 
reported for employment and pay rolls, respectively, in the 
April sample. Postal receipts rose 1.7 per cent between March 
and April and were 7.7 per cent greater than in April, 1947, 
whereas bank debits declined 7.2 per cent in the month, but 
rose 22.9 per cent on an annual basis. Building permit valua- 
tions were $242,031, 14.9 per cent greater than in March. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

According to the April sample, employment and pay rolls 
fell 2.6 per cent and 3.7 per cent, respectively, in the month. 
Postal receipts were 13.3 per cent above the March level and 
showed an annual margin of 25.9 per cent. Bank debits fell 
6.2 per cent from the total in March, but advanced 13.7 per 
cent from a year ago. Department store sales rose 5.8 per cent 
between March and April to a level 6.3 per cent above the 
April, 1947, volume. Building permit valuations, $371,438, more 
than doubled in the month. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Employment fell 1.3 per cent and pay rolls dropped 1.7 
per cent mainly because of the boot and shoe industry, accord- 
ing to the April sample. Postal receipts declined 11.8 per cent 
in the month, but showed an annual gain of 2.7 per cent. Build- 
ing permits were valued at $132,850 in April, representing an 
advance of 55.8 per cent from the total in March. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000 ) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Declines in the manufacture of heating and plumbing 
equipment caused April sample employment and pay rolls to 
show substantial declines (8.7 per cent and 9.5 per cent, re- 
spectively). Postal receipts fell 10.8 per cent between March 
and April and dropped 4.2 per cent on an annual basis. Bank 
debits decreased 6.3 per cent in the month, but rose 9.4 per 
cent from the April, 1947, total. Building permit valuations 
were less than half the March volume. 


CHAMPAIGN - URBANA ( Pop. Est. 46,000 ) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

Although employment rose 0.1 per cent, wage payments 
were down 7.9 per cent, according to the April sample. Cham- 
paign postal receipts advanced 16.5 per cent from the March 
figure and 31.6 per cent from the level of a year ago, and 
Urbana showed similar gains of 11.7 per cent and 282 per 
cent on the two bases, respectively. Bank debits declined 3.4 
per cent in the month, but rose 14.5 per cent on an annual 
basis. Building permit valuations, $263,950, rose 1.1 per cent 
from the March total. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the wor!d and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


’ 4.6 per cent in the April sample of all industries, while many. 


‘ reported in the April sample for employment and pay rolls, 
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cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, ga 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio anj 
auto accessories.) 


Employment and pay rolls showed moderate declines of 


facturing industries indicated somewhat greater drops. Postal 
receipts and bank debits decreased 7.1 per cent and 17.6 per 
cent, respectively, between March and April, but both showed 
gains on an annual basis (6.4 per cent and 15.4 per cent), 
Department store sales were 1.1 per cent greater than jp 
March and increased 6.0 per cent from the volume in April 
1947. Retail trade, on the other hand, showed a monthly de. 
cline of 4 per cent but reported a 6 per cent gain on an annnl 
basis. Building permits were valued at $14,738,597 in April 
representing a jump of 56.6 per cent from the total in March 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machin 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

_A 12 per cent monthly gain in employment was accom. 
panied by a 12.9 per cent drop.in pay rolls in the April sample 
of all industries. The pay-roll decline was due chiefly ‘to de. 
creases in cars and locomotive factories. Postal receipts and 
bank debits decreased 2.9 per cent and 1.9 per cent, respec- 
tively, in the month, but rose 12.2 per cent and 18.0 per cent 
from April, 1947. Building permit valuations, $153,522, de. 
clined 61.2 per cent from the March figure. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 63,750) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im. 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Sample employment and pay rolls in April declined 07 
per cent and 4.0 per cent, respectively, marking the third con- 
secutive month in which a decrease was shown. Bank debits 
and department store sales fell 8.0 per cent and 3.6 per cent, 
respectively, between March and April, but were 11.8 per cent 
and 6.6 per cent greater annually. Postal receipts advanced 08 
per cent on a monthly basis and were 8.2 per cent above the 
April, 1947, total. Building permits were valued at $281,780 
in April, more than four and one-half times the valuations 
in March. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 7 

A 5.1 per cent gain in employment and a rise of 10.9 per 
cent in pay rolls were reported by all industries in the April 
sample, mostly because of increases in slaughtering and meat 
packing firms. Postal receipts and bank debits, down 12.4 per 
cent and 3.9 per cent, respectively, from the March figures, 
were 7.0 per cent and 2.7 per cent greater on an annual basis. 
Retail trade advanced 2 per cent between March and April 
and showed an increase of 21 per cent from the level of a 
year ago. Valuations of building permits totaled $190,100 in 
April, almost double the amount listed last month. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000 ) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, compacts, dressef 
sets, radios, electric toasters, dairy products, automobile accessories, 
capping and filling machines, water softeners, street sweepers, w 
work, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, 
screws, bolts, and tools, flexible metal hose, and engaged in meat pack 
ing and processing and publishing.) 


Monthly increases of 1.1 per cent and 0.1 per cent were 


respectively. Postal receipts and bank debits fell 5.9 per cent 
and 7.4 per cent, respectively, in the month, but both were 115 
per cent greater than last year. Department stores sales were 
3.2 per cent below the March level, but advanced 8.7 per cent 
on an annual basis. Building permit valuations more that 
doubled between March and April (+ 100.1 per cent) 
$244,780. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


rt is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
d dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
facture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

All reporting industries showed a 1.6 per cent monthly gain 
in employment, but a 1.0 7 cent drop in pay rolls in the April 
sample. Manufacturing firms experienced similar changes of 
+17 per cent and —1.1 per cent, respectively. Postal re- 
ceipts rose 2.9 per cent between March and April and were 12.4 
per cent greater than in April, 1947. Building permit valuations 
advanced 28.2 per cent from March figures. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products and work clothing. It has railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, and limestone quarries.) 

April sample employment and pay rolls declined 1.6 per 
cent and 1.5 per cent, respectively, chiefly because of decreases 
by paper boxes, bags, tubes, and other paper goods and heating 
and plumbing equipment firms. Postal receipts fell 37.7 per 
cent monthly and 0.3 per cent annually. Bank debits dropped 
6.0 per cent from March, but rose 10.8 per cent from last year. 
Retail trade was 5 per cent below March figures, but was up 
9 per cent yearly; department store sales gained on both bases, 
37 per cent and 15.1 per cent, respectively. Valuations of build- 
ing permits almost doubled in the month, 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Manufacturers of heating and plumbing equipment con- 
tributed chiefly to declines of 1.4 per cent in employment and 
54 per cent in pay rolls in the April sample. Postal receipts 
were 3.9 per cent greater than in March and up 23.4 per cent 
from the April, 1947, total. Department store sales fell 0.7 
per cent monthly, but rose 0.7 per cent from a year ago. Build- 
ing permits were valued at $222,798, 54.1 per cent more than 
last month. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000 ) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing erea. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

Monthly declines of 1.4 per cent and 3.0 per cent in em- 
ployment and pay rolls, respectively, were reported by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Both advanced from a year ago, how- 
ever, 7.2 per cent and 38.5 per cent. Postal receipts increased 
0.3 per cent in the month and 17.5 = cent On an annual basis. 
Bank debits fell 6.1 per cent from March figures but rose 15.8 
per cent yearly. Building permit valuations, $168,053, were 
almost double last month’s volume. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria, a highly diversified industrial city, is the largest producer of 
earth-moving equipment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical 
plants, agricultural implement plants, and stockyards, and firms en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, malleable 
iron, and steel products such as wire rods, fencing, stoves, furnaces, 
and sheet metal goods. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed.) 

A strike in the machinery and machine tools manufacturing 
industry led to a substantial drop of 46.8 per cent in employ- 
ment and 48.1 per cent in pay rolls, according to the sample in 
April. Postal receipts were down 10.3 per cent in the month and 
28 per cent from a year ago, but bank debits advanced 3.6 per 
cent and 5.0 per cent on the two bases, respectively. Department 
Store sales and retail trade fell 7.3 per cent and 5 per cent, 
respectively, from March volume, bur both were 1 per cent 
greater than in April, 1947. Building permits were valued at 
$398,394, 18.8 per cent less than last month. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000 ) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
Pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 
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April sample employment declined 0.5 per cent, while pay 
rolls fell 4.9 per cent, caused mainly by smaller wage payments 
in machinery and machine tools and Root and shoe industries. 
Postal receipts rose 0.2 per cent from the March level and 
18.1 per cent annually, whereas bank debits fell 3.3 per cent 
in the month, but rose 13.6 per cent from last year. Building 
permit valuations fell 23.4 per cent from last month. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood- and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Decreases in the manufacturing of cutlery, edge tools, 
and hardware, agricultural implements, sheet iron and tin plate, 
and —— and machine tools sent employment and pay 
rolls down 2.5 per cent and 1.2 per cent, respectively, in the 
April sample. Postal receipts and bank debits, 9.6 per cent and 
8.3 per cent, respectively, below March totals, advanced 7.2 
per cent and 19.3 per cent annually. Retail trade declined 3 
per cent from March, but was 16 per cent above April, 1947, 
volume. Department store sales increased 2.7 per cent and 7.3 
per cent on both bases, respectively. Electric power sales fell 
3.9 per cent, but building permit valuations jumped 156.2 per 
cent in the month. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insyrance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

Employment and pay rolls decreased 1.9 and 2.8 per cent, 
respectively, in the April sample of Rock Island, reflected in 
agricultural implements and electrical machinery and apparatus 
firms. The agricultural implement industry was mainly respon- 
sible for the changes in Moline employment (— 0.7 per cent) 
and pay rolls (+ 0.4 per cent). Postal receipts declined 0.6 
per cent and 6.5 per cent from March totals in Rock Island 
and Moline, respectively, but annual gains of 8.6 per cent and 
5.5 per cent were reported. Building permit valuations dropped 
8.7 per cent in Moline, but increased more than 6 times in Rock 
Island. In Moline, retail trade and department store sales 
dropped 4 per cent and 3.6 per cent, respectively, from last 
month, but gained 15 per cent and 7.8 per cent annually. Bank 
debits rose 4.8 per cent and 39.3 per cent on both bases, 
respectively. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 
_ Fewer workers employed in automobile and agricultural 
implement plants led to a 1.5 per cent.drop in employment, and 
the large wage payment decline from the coal strike was re- 
flected in a 3.1 per cent decrease in pay rolls, according to the 
April sample. Postal receipts and bank debits fell 15.1 per 
cent and 11.7 per cent, respectively, from levels in March, but 
were 4.4 per cent and 9.4 per cent greater than in April, 1947. 


- Department store sales advanced 5.8 per cent and 10.4 per cent 


in the month and year, respectively. Retail trade dropped 3 per 
cent from March, but was up 12 per cent annually. Valuations. 
of building permits jumped 53.7 per cent in the month. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city’ area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, | nypoewny 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total population of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 


In four cities, postal receipts advanced 7.2 per cent from 
March totals and 0.1 per cent from last April. Building per- 
mit valuations were less than one-sixth of the March volume, 
hut showed an annual gain of 87.2 per cent. Between February 
and March, retail trade in the three counties increased 15.7 
per cent and was 21.4 per cent greater than in March, 1947. 
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